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The Philadelphia society for the establishment and 
support of Charity Schools, have lately published a 
small volume, containing the following; interesting piece 
of biography—and also an account of their school, 
which we shall insert hereafter. 


LIFE AND CHARACTER OF 
CHRISTOPHER LUDWICK. 


An account of the life and character of Christopher Lud- 
wick, late citizen of Philadelphia, and Baker-General 
of the army of the United States during the revolution- 
ary war, by Benjamin Rush, M. D. First published 
in the year 1801. 

There was a time, when the lives of men who occu- 

ied the first ranks in society, were the only subjects of 
tnt hical history. mary for the world, this spe- 
cies of writing has descended into the humble walks 
of life, and embracing the characters of men of differ- 
ent professions and occupations, has multiplied its use- 
fulness, by holding up practicable examples of success- 
ful talents and virtue, to those classes of people who 
constitute the majority of mankind. 

@he history of the life and character of Christopher 
Ludwick, is calculated to show the influence of a reli- 
gious education upon moral conduct; of habits, of in- 
dustry and economy, upon success in all enterprises; and 
to inspire hope and exertion in young men of humble 
employment, and scanty capital, to aspire to wealth and 
independence, by the only means in which they are ca- 
pable of commanding respect and affording happiness. 

Most of the incidents which are to compose the fol- 

lowing memoir, were obtained from Mr. Ludwick, by a 

person who often visited him in the evening of his life. 

Such of them as were not obtained from that source, 

were communicated by his family, or by persons who 

were the -witnesses of them. 
Cunisrorser Lupwick was born on the 17thof Oc- 


surrender to the French arms in 1741, he enlisted as 
a soldier in the army of the king of Prussia. Upon the 
return of peace, he went to London, where he entered 
himself as baker on board the Duke of Cumberland 
East Indiaman, and went to the East Indies under the 
command of Admiral Boscawen. He spent three years 
and a half in different parts of that coun In 1745 
he returned to London, where he received in wages for 
his services one hundred and eleven guineas and an 
English crown. 

With thissum of money in his pocket, he set off for 
Germany to visit his father, who he found had died du- 
ring his absence in India, and had left him his whole 
estate, consisting of a small freehold, which he imme- 
diately sold for five hundred guilders, With this mo- 
ney, and part of his wages, he returned to London, 
where he remained several months, enjoying the pleas- 
ures of that great city. After spending his last shilling, 
at the places of public resort, in the neighborhood of 
London, he went to sea, and passed the years between 
1745 and 1752 in successive voyages from London to 
Holland, Ireland, and the West Indies, as a common 
sailor. In these voyages he saved twenty-five pounds 
sterling, with which he bought a quantity of ready 
made clothes, and embarked with them for Philadelphis, 
where he arrived in 1753. He sold these clothes for a 
profit of three hundred per cent., and with the pro- 
ceeds returned to London. Here he spent nine months 
in learning the confectionary business, and the makin 
of gingerbread. In the year 1754, he returned to Phi- 
ladelphia with a number of gingerbread prints, and im- 
mediately set up his business of family and gingerbread 
baker, in Letitiacourt. In 1755 he married Mrs. Catha- 
rine England, a widow of worthy character, by whom 
he had one child, which died a few hours after its birth 
From this time till the year 1774, he leda retired and 
industrious life, wholly devoted to his trade. He was 
much esteemed by all who did business with him, for his 
integrity and punctuality, and for his disposition to do 
kind offices. His neighbors treated him with so much 


tober, 1720, at Giessen in Hesse Darmstadt, in the cir- | respect, that he acquired among them ; 
cle of the Upper Rhine, in Germany. His father was | Gaverawe of Letitia court.” ee eee 


a baker, in which business the son was instructed as soon 
as he was able to work. At fourteen years of age he 
was sent to a free school, where he was taught to read 
and write, and the common rules of arithmetic. He 
was carefully instructed at the same time, in the princi- 
ples of the Christian religion as held by the Lutherans. 
Of this school he always retained a grateful remem. 
brance, as will appear in the sequel of his life. At se- 
venteen years of age, he enlisted as a private soldier in 
the army of the emperor of Germany, and bore his part 
in the war carried on by the Austrians against the Turks, 
between the years 1737 and 1740. At the close of the 
war in Turkey, he set off with one hundred men for 
Vienna. Their march was through a dreary country, 
and in extremely cold weather. Seventy-five of his 
companions perished on the way. He spent some 
months in Vienna. The incident that made the deep- 
est impression on his mind while he remained in that 
city, was the public execution of the Commissary Gene- 
ral of the Austrian army, for fraud and peculation. 
From Vienna he went to Prague, where he endured 
all the distresses of a seventeen week’s siege. After its 
Vor. IX. 21 
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In the year 1774, he felt, with a great majorit 
people of America, the impulse of t that spirit or liner 
ty, which led them to oppose, first by petitions and af- 
terwards by arms, the attempts of Great Britain to sub- 
jugate the American colonies. He possessed at that 
time, nine houses in Philadelphia, a farm near German- 
town, and three thousand five hundred pounds, Penn- 
sylvania currency, at interest; all of which he staked 
with his life, in the scale of his country. He was elected 
successively, a member of all the committees and con- 
ventions, which conducted the affairs of the revolution 

in Pennsylvania, in 1774, 1775 and 1776. His princi- 
ples and conduct were alike firm, under the most diffi- 
cult and alarming events of those memorable years. In 
one of the conventions of which he was a member, it 
was proposed by General Mifflin, tobpen a private sub. 
scription for purchasing firearms. To this motion some 
persons objected the difficulty of obtaining,by such a 
measure, the sum that was required. Upon this, Mr. 

Ludwick rose and addressed the chair, in the following 
laconic speech, which he delivered in broken English 

but in aloud and animated voice: ‘Mr. President, Iam 
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but a poor gingerbread baker, but, put my name down| When this commission was delivered tohim by acom- 
for two hundred pounds.” The debate was closed by | mittee of Congress, they proposed, that for every pound 
this speech, and the motion was carried unanimously in | of flour, he should furnish the army with a pound of 
the affirmative. bread. “No, gentlemen,” said he, ‘I will not accept 
In the summer of 1776, he acted as a volunteer inthe | of your commission upon any such terms; Christopher 
flying camp, but drew neither pay nor rations for his | Ludwick doesnot want to get rich by the war; he has 
services. He animated the soldiers with the love of | money enough. I will furnish one hundred and thirty- 
liberty, by his example and conversation, and often | five pounds of bread for every cwt. of flour you put 
pointed out to them the degrading nature of slavery, by | into my hands.” The committee were strangers to the 
describing the poverty and misery of his native country | increase of weight which flour acquires by the addition 
under the rapacious hands of arbitrary kings and princes. | of water and leaven. 
Upon one occasion he heard that a number of militia| From this time there were no complaints of the bad 
soldiers, who were dissatisfied with their rations, were | quality of bread in the army, nor was there a moment 
about toleave the camp. He went hastily to them, and |in which the movements of the army, or of any part of 
in the sight of them all, fell suddenly upon his knees. | it, were delayed from the want of that necessary article 
This solemn and humble attitude commanded general | of food. After the capitulation of Lord Cornwallis, 
silence and attention. ‘Brother soldiers,” said he, | he baked six thousand pounds of bread for his army by 
** listen for one minute to Christopher Ludwick”—for | order of General Washington. ‘‘ Let it be good,” said 
in this manner he often spoke of himself. “When we |he, “old gentleman,” (the epithet which the general 
hear the cry of fire in Philadelphia; on the hill at a dis- | most commonly gave him,) “and let there be enough 
tance from us, we fly there with our buckets to keep it | of it, if I should want myself.” 
from our houses. So let us keep the great fire of the | He oftendined with the Commander in chief in large 
British army from our town. In a few days you shall | companies, and was. always treated by him upon such 
have good bread and enough of it.”” This speech had | occasions, with particular marks of attention, He fre- 
its desired effect. The mutinous spirit of a detachment | quently spent two hours at a time with him in private, 
of the militia was instantly checked, In the autumn of | in conferring upon the business of the baking depart- 
the campaign, eight Hessian prisoners were broughtinto | ment. “Fhe General appreciated his worth, and occa- 
the camp. A disagreement of opinion took place at | sionally addressed him in company, as ‘his honest 
head quarters, about the most proper place to confine | friend.” 
them. ‘Let us,” said Mr. Ludwick, who happenedto| Inhis intercourse with the officers of the army, he 
be at head quarters, ‘‘take them to Philadelphia, and | was blunt, but never offensive in his manners. Bycom- 
there show them our fine German churches, Let them | mon consent, he was privileged to say and do what he 
see how our tradesmen eat good beef, drink out of sil- | pleased in company. His eccentric turns of thought 
ver cups every day, and ride out in chairs every after- | and expression, his pleasant anecdotes, derived from his 
noon; and then let us send them back to their country- | own observation and experience in life, and above all, 
men, and they will all soon run away, and come and /|a general conviction of the ardor and sincerity of his 
settle in our city and be as good whigs as any of us.’’ | patriotism, procured him at once the offer of achair, or 
From a desire to extend the blessings of liberty and | a seat at the dinner table wherever he went. His pre- 
independence to his German countrymen,he once expos- | sence never failed to give a new direction to conversa- 
ed his neck to the most imminent danger. He went, |tion. Itinspired good humour and mirth in the most 
with the consent of the commanding officer of the fly- | gloomy hours of the war. 
ing camp, among that part of the British army, which} He carried into the army with him a handsome china 
was composed of Hessian troops: while they were en- | bowl, which he brought from Canton in the year 1745. 
camped on Staten Island, in the charactcr of a deserter, | It had a rim of silver around it, on which were engrav- 
He opened to them, the difference between the privi- | ed his name, and the year in which he bought it. This 
leges and manner of life of an American freeman, and | bowl, so remarkable for its age, was well known in the 
those of a Hessian slave. He gave them the most cap- | army for the toast he always gave, when he drank out 
tivating descriptions of the affluence and independence | of it. It was: 
of their former countrymen in the German counties of «Health and long life 
Pennsylvania. His exertions were notin vain. They «To Christopher Ludwick and his wife.” 
were followed by the gradual desertion of many hun- ’ 
dred soldiers, who, now in comfortable freeholds or on A few months before he died he called upon one of 
his friends, and informed him that he had intended to 


valuable farms, with numerous descendants, bless the 
name of Christopher Ludwick. He escaped from the | bequeath him this China bowl, but that his will being 
Hessian camp, without detection or suspicion. made, he did not wish to add any thing to it. He there- 
In the spring of 1777, he received the following com- | fore begged he would accept of it, and perpetuate it 
in his family, for the sake of Christopher Ludwick. 


mission: 

‘* For who, to dumb forgetfulness a prey, 

“ This pleasing, anxious being e’er resigned, 
**Leftthe warm precincts of the cheerful day, 
‘* Nor cast one longing, lingering look behind.” 


At the close of the war, he returned and settled on 
his farm near Germantown. His house had been plun- 
dered of every article of furniture, plate and wearing 
apparel, he had left in it, by the British army on their 
march to Philadelphia. As he had no more cash than 
was sufficient to satisfy the demands of the market, he 
suffered a good deal from the want of many of the con- 
veniencies of life. He slept six weeks between blan- 
kets, rather than contract a single debt by replacing his 




























«© In Congress, May 3, 1777. 

“* Resolved, That Christopher Ludwick be, and he is 
hereby appointed Superintendant of Bakers, and Direc- 
tor of Baking in the army of the United States; and that 
he shall have power to engage, and by permission of the 
Commander in chief, or officer commanding at any 
principal post, all*persons to be employed in this busi- 
ness, andto regulate their pay, making proper reports 
of his proceedings, and using his best endeavors to rec- 
tify all abuse in the articles of bread; that no person’be 

rmitted to exercise the trade of a baker in the said 
army without such license, and that he receive for his 
services herein, an allowance of seventy-five dollars a 
month, and two rations a day. 


Extract from the minutes, sheets. He was alike averse from borrowing money; 
Cuarirs Tomson, Secrelary. for such had always been the accommodation of his man- 
By order of Congres ner of living to his ready cash, that he never but once 


8. 
JOHN HANCOCK, President. 





The Philadelphia Society for the Establishment and Sup- 


® The original document is now in the possession of | port of Charity Schools. 
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was without as much as was equal to the necessaries of | was distinguished for his strong natural sense, strict pro- 
life, and that was in Berlin, where he received a gratui- | bity, great benevolence, and uncommon intrepidity in 
ty of two pence from a stranger, to purchase a mug of | asserting the cause of public and private justice.” 

beer. His remains were conveyed to Germantown on the 

The principal part of his bonds having been paid to | ensuing Friday, followed by a number of his friends, 
him in depreciated paper money, he was obliged to sell | and were interred in the Lutheran churchyard, near the 
part of his real property, in order to replace his cloth- | relics of his first wife. A sermon suitable to the occa- 
ing and furniture. sion was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Shaffer. 

The following certificate, which hehad neatly framed | Thusclosed the long and chequered life of a most 
and hung up in his parlour, not only reconciled him to | singular but worthy and useful man. Of the domestic 
these losses, but threw a large balance of pleasure in | virtues of Mr. Ludwick, the surviving branches of his 
their favour. family are the affectionate and grateful witnesses, Of 

‘I have known Christopher Ludwick from an early | his patriotism and integrity, the testimony of General 
period in the war, and have every reason to believe, as | Washington, will be alasting record. Of his liberality, 
well from observation as information, that he has been a | there is scarcely a public institution in Philadelphia, es- 
true and faithful servant to the public; that he has de- | tablished before his decease, that does not possess some 
tected and exposed many impositions, which were at-| monument. Three Africans, whom he had emancipat- 
tempted to be practised by others if his department; | ed, proclaimed in tears over his grave, his regard to 
that he has been the cause of much saving in many re- | justice and the equal rights of man; while more than 
spects; and that his deportment in public life, has afford- | fifty persons who had been taught reading, writing, and 
ed unquestionable proofs of his integrity and worth. arithmetic at his expense, in different schools in the cit 

‘¢ With respect to his losses, I have no personal know- | and its neighborhood, summed up the evidence of his 
ledge, but have often heard that he has suffered from | uncommon public beneficence. His private charities 


his zeal in the cause of hf country. 


“GEO. WASHINGTON.* 
< April 25, 1785.” 


were like the fires that blazed perpetually upon the 
Jewish altar. The principal part of his business for 
many years before he died, was to find out and relieve 
objects of distress, This was done with a delicacy and 


secrecy, that conferred a double pleasure and obliga- 
In the year 1795, Mr. Ludwick buried his wife. She|tion. He discriminated, it is true, in the distribution of 
was the faithful companion of his labors, and cheerfully | his charities. ‘To the tippler, and drunkard, his hand 
co-operated with him in all his benevolent and patriotic | was always closed; when applied to by such persons for 
schemes. Soon after her death, he converted his farm | relief, he used to say, ‘‘he had not carried packs of 
and aH his houses except one, into private bonds andj flour upon his back for twenty years, to help people to 
public stock, and removed to Philadelphia, where he | destroy themselves by strong drink.” 
boarded with Mr. Frederick Fraley, one of his former| The same just and charitable disposition which go- 
journeymen, until some time in the year 1798. During | verned hisactions in life, manifested itself in an eminent 
the prevalence of yellow fever in 1797, the old gentle- | degree in his will; in which, after bequeathing various 
man volunteered his services in the bake house of Mr. | family legacies, he gives five hundred pounds, in equal 
Fraley, to assist in making bread for distribution among | shares, to the German Reformed church in Philadel- 
the poor, in that period of awful distress. From Mr. | phia, to the German Society, to the University of Penn- 
Fraley’s he removed to the only house he had retained, | s)lvania, and the Lutheran church at Beggarstown, to 
No. 176, North Fifth street. be employed in educating poor childeren. To the 
In the year 1798, he married Mrs. Sophia Binder, an | Pennsylvania Hospital, he gives one hundred pounds 
ancient and prudent woman who always treated him | for the relief of poor patients, and to the Guardians of 
with great kindness and respect. the Poor, two hundred pounds, to be laid out in fire 
In the last two years of his life he was frequently in- | wood for the use of the poor in Philadelphia. The re- 
disposed; he spent the intervals of his sickness in read- | sidue of his estate is then disposed of by the following 
ing his Bible and religious books, and in visiting his | bequest, viz: 
friends. He spoke often, and now and then pleasantly, ‘*Irem. As I have, ever since I arrived to the years 
of his approaching dissolution. Soon after the death | of discretion, seen the benefit and advantage that arise 
of General Washington, he was called upon to subscribe | to the community by the education and instruction of 
for a copy of his life, ‘*No,” said he, “I will not, I | poor children, and have earnestly desired that an insti- 
am travelling fast to meet him, I will then hear all about | tution could be established in this city or liberties, for 
it from his own mouth.” On Sunday the 14th of June, | the education of poor children of all denominations gra- 
1801, he begged his wife to read a sermon to him. } tis, without any exception to country, extraction, or 
When she had finished it, he said, ‘* You will never read | religious principles of their friends or parents;and as the 
to me again on a Sunday; before next Sunday I shall be | residue and remainder of my estate will, in my opinion, 
no more.” On the Monday following he was attacked | amount to upwards of three thousand pounds specie, I 
with an inflammation of his breast, accompanied with | am willing that the same shall be my mite or contribu- 
a high fever. He had held his life for a year or two, by | tion towards such institution, and flatter myself that 
the tenure of a small and single thread; it broke. on | many others will add and contribute to the fund for so 
Wednesday, the 17th of the month. There appeared | laudable a purpose. And therefore I do will, devise, 
to be a revival of the languid powers of reason in his | and direct that all the residue and remainder of my es- 
last illness; he ceased to speak, with a prayer upon his | state, real and personal, whatsoever and wheresoever, 
lips. not hereinbefore otherwise disposed of, shall be appro- 
The event of Mr. Ludwick’s death was thus noticed | priated as and towards a fund, for the schooling and ed- 
in the public papers: ucating gratis of poor children of all denominations, in 
‘¢ Diep, on the evening of the 17th inst. in the 80th | the city and liberties of Philadelphia, without any ex- 
year of his age, Christopher Ludwick, Baker General of | ception to the country, extraction, or religious princi- 
the army of the United States during the Revolutionary | ples of their parents or friends; and for that purpose 
war. His life was marked by a variety of incidents, | shall be vested by my executors, or the survivors or sur- 
which, if known, would prove interesting to every class | vivor of them, or the executor of such survivor, in the 
of readers. In all the stations in which he acted, he | public funds, or placed out at an interest on good and 
ee RA Saye aN: aR Shes aa sufficient land security, or in the purchase of well-secu- 
The original document is now in the possession of | cured ground rents; and the annual interest and income 
the Philadelphia Society for the Establishment and Sup- | thereof, from time to time, used and applied by them 


port of Charity Schools. my said executors and the survivors or survivor of them, 
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and in case of all their deaths, then by the Guardians or 
Overseers of the Poor in the said city or liberties for 
the time being, and their successors, for the sole use 
and purpose of defraying the expense of schooling and 
educating such poor children of the said city or liber- 
ties, whose parents or friends cannot afford to pay for 
the same, without any exception as above mentioned, 
until an institution and free school on the liberal princi- 
ples as herein above mentioned, shall be established and 
incorporated in the said city or liberties, when all the 
said residue and remainder of my estate, whether in 
in stock, mort $s or und rents, and otherwise, 
shall vest in and be added to the fund of such charitable 
institution and free school, for the use and purpose of 


educating poor children as above mentioned forever.” 
If before the 1 

































appeared to be, more or less, under the influence of the 
doctrines and precepts of Christianity. Part of this 
influence, it has been said, was derived from his educa- 
tion. But it was much increased by the following cir- 
cumstance: His father inherited from his grandfather, 
a piece of silver of the size of a French crown, on one 
side of which was marked in bass relief, a representa- 
tion of John baptizing our Saviour, with the following 
words in its exergue, in the German language. ‘* The 
blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin.” 1 John i. 
7. On the other side, wasthe representation of a new 
born infant, lying in an open field, with the following 
words in its exergue: ‘I said unto thee when thou 
wast in thy blood, live.” Ezekiel xvi.6. This piece 
of silver Mr. Ludwick carried in his pocket, in all his 
voyages and travels in Europe, Asia and America, It 
was closely associated in his mind, with the respect and 
affection he bore for his ancestors, and with a belief of 
his interest in the blessings of the Gospel. In looking 
at it in all his difficulties and dangers, he found anima- 
tion and courage. In order to insure its safety and per- 
petuity, he had it fixed afew yearsago in the lid of a 
silver tankard, in the front of which he had engraved 
the following device, a Bible, a plough and a sword; and 
under it the following motto: ‘*‘ May the religion, in- 
dustry and courage of a German parent, be the inherit- 
ance of his issue.” 

4. “If men were to record all their escapes from 
death,” saysa sensible writer, ‘‘they would find as ma- 
ny proofs of divine interposition in favour of their lives, 
as are recorded in the history of the life of Joseph.” 
It is impossible to review the numerous causes of death 
to which Mr. Ludwick was exposed, from battles, fa- 
mine, the casualties of a sailor’s life, vicissitudes and 
heat of climates, an enemy’s camp, and yellow fevers, 
and his wonderful preservation from death for eighty 
years, and not acknowledge that a particular providence 
presides over the lives and affairs of men. 

The following epitaph is inscribed on the tombstone 


of Mr. Ludwick, in the grave-yard of the Lutheran 
church at Germantown. 


i se of five years, such a school should 
not be established, he orders the said residue of his 
estate, to be divided in unequal shares among the Ger- 
man Lutheran, the German Reformed, the English 
Episcopal, the First and Second Presbyterian, the Ro- 
man Catholic, and the African churches, and the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, to be employed by them, ex- 
clusively in educating poor children, His reason for in- 
cluding the Roman Catholic church, in this division of 
his property, (he said,) was to express his gratitude for 
the kindness he received from some Catholic peasants, 
above sixty years ago, in returning half starved and na- 
ked from Turkey to Vienna, 

If this attempt to rescue from the rapid oblivion of 
the grave, the name of a venerable and excellent citi- 
zen, has afforded any gratification to the reader, it has 
not failed to excite some curiosity respecting his person. 

His countenance was alternately animated and con- 
templative. Theloss of an eye by an accident during 
the war had broken in upon the symmetry of his fea- 
tures. His person was tall, and discovered to the last 
year of his life an erectness, which was probably first im- 
posed upon it by the strictness of the Austrian military 
discipline. 

It is not intended by this humble tribute to the talents 
and worth of Mr. Ludwick, to insinuate that his charac- 
ter was perfect. Strong and luxuriant virtues sometimes 
create a shade, which invites the growth of human 
weaknesses. Mr. Ludwick’s only faults were in his 
temper; which was like a stream of water, that now and 
then appears turbid from a sudden shower of rain, but 
in a few hours resumes its natural clearness, and pours 
fertility and verdure upon the adjacent fields. 

The incidents which have been related of the life and 
character of Mr. Ludwick, are replete with instruction 
to the statesman, the citizen, the moralist and the divine. 
They suggest many reflections: the following are a few 
of the most obvious. 

1. The benefit of free schools: without the advantages 
Mr. Ludwick derived from one of them, he might have 
passed through life in obscurity, or ended his days pre- 
maturely, from the operation of vices which are the re- 
sults of a defect of education. It was froma grateful 
sense of the usefulness of the knowledge he acquired 
ina free school, that he took so much pains during his 
life, and in his will, to render that degree of knowledge 
more general, by educating the children of the poor 
people. The greatest favour that can be conferred up- 
on a poor child, is to give him the knowledge of letters 
and figures. It is equal to imparting to him a sixth 
sense. 

2. The wealth and independence which were acquir- 
ed by Mr. Ludwick, forcibly exemplify the benefits of 
regular industry and economy in a mechanical employ- 
ment. Could the aggregate product of labor in agri- 
culture and the mechanical arts, be compared with the 
product of commerce and speculation under the equal 
circumstances in Pennsylvania, the balance would be 
greatly in favour of the former. This balance would 
be derived chiefly from economy which is connected 
with labour. 


3. In every stage and situation of life, Mr. Ludwick 


IN MEMORY OF 
CHRISTOPHER LUDWICK, 
AND OF HIS WIFE 
CATHARINE, 


She died at Germantown the 21st September, 1796, 
Aged eighty years and five months; 
He died at Philadelphia the 17th June, 1801, 
Aged eighty years and nine months. 





He was bornat Giessen in Hesse D’Armstadt in Germany, 
And learned the Baker’s trade and business; 
In his early life he was a Soldier anda Sailor, and visited 
the East and West Indies; 

In the year 1775, he came to and settled at Philadelphia, 
And by his industry at his trade and business, 
Acquired a handsome competency, part of which he 

- Devoted to the service of his adopted country 
Inthe contest forthe InpErENpENcE of 
AMERICA; 

Was appointed Baker General to the army, 
And for his faithful services received a written testimony 
From the Commander in Chief 
GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
On every occasion his zeal for the relief of the oppressed 
Was manifest; and by his last will, 
He bequeathed the greater part of his estate for the 
Education of children of the poor of all denominations 


gratis, 
He lived and died 
Respected for his integrity and public spirit, 
By all who knew him. 
Reader, such was Lupwick. 
Art thou poor, Venerate his character. 
Art thou rich, Imitate his example. 
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UNION CANAL LOTTERY. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 


The Memorial of ARCHIBALD M’INTYRE, of the 
firm of Yates and M’Intyre, a Citizenof the State of 
New York, Respectfully showeth: 

That your memorialist is the assignee of the Lottery 
privileges, vested in the Union Canal Company of Penn- 
sylvania, by virtue of a contract entered into between 

e said company and him, on the 26th day of Septem- 
ber, 1831; which contract will terminate on the 31st 
day of December, 1833. 

Your memorialist will briefly advert to the circum- 
stances connected with his relation to the company. 

The first contract was made October 27, 1821, and 
continued during three years. So far from its yielding 
large profits, it resulted in a loss of about rwENTY THOV- 
SAND DOLLARS. 

The second contract, on more favorable terms, was 
made on the 24th of October, 1824, and continued till 
the 31st of December, 1829. During this contract, in 
January, 1828, an enquiry was had before the commit- 
tee of ways and means, The Union Canal Company 
and your memorialist were heard, and a report was made 
sanctioning and confirming the rights of the company, 
and affirming the validity of the contract. This con- 
tract expired. 

The third contract was made on the 21st of Septem- 
ber, 1829, and continued until the 31st of December 
last. During its continuance, in the years 1830 and 
1831, investigations were had before the committees of 
ways and means of those years, These committees 
sustained the rights of the company and of your memo- 
rialist. 

The last session of the legislature terminated, and no 

step had been taken to purchase the lottery privileges 

of the company. The committee of ways and means 
had reported in the alternative, that this must be done, 
or the lotteries must continue. No other fund in fact 
existed, out of which to discharge the interest guaran- 
teed by the state. The legislature thus seemed to in- 
vite anew contract, and accordingly the existing one 

was made in September last. A 
It, as well as the preceding ones, was made to contin- 

ue only during two years, Fora shorter time it was 

not consistent withthe interest of your memorialist to 

make those arrangements, which the conducting of a 

business so hazardous required. In making the time 

thus short, he had reference to the possible wish of the 

Commonwealth, to extinguish by purchase, the lottery 

privileges of the Company. 

Notwithstanding the conjectural estimates which have 
been made of the profits of your memorialist, he so- 
lemnly avers that the nett profils of Yates and M’ sntyre, 
fell short, during the last year, of the sum ($30,000,) 
actually paid by them, on their contract to the Company: 
and that this profit is liable to be sti‘l further reduced 
bad debts, as the sales of tickets are generally on credit. 

In making these contracts, your memorialist was in- 
duced by the various acts of Assembly, representing 
this as a great work, worthy 7 oe encouragement. 
He came to Pennsylvania;took advice of eminent profes- 
sional gentlemen,and made his contracts: since that time, 
so far from having any reason to question their validity, 
he has been confirmed, by a series of Legislative reports, 
amounting to little less than the express sanction of an act 
of Assembly, in the belief that they rested on the surest 

oundation, the faith of this Commonwealth. 

As several questions have been raised on the con- 
struction of the laws conferring lottery privileges on the 
Union Canal Company, your memorialist will submit 
the authority by which he has been guided in forming 
his opinions. 

The first question is, whether the acts of the 2d of 
April, 1811, and the 26th of March, 1821, gave the 
Company two separate grants of the privilege of raising 













































money by way of lottery. Your memorialist here begs 


Esq. January 5, 1827, a copy of which is annexed here- 
to. Inthe accounts of the Company, the money re- 
ceived under the last grant has, from the beginning, 
been so stated. ‘The grant made by the act of 1811, 
has been pledged to loan holder and old stockholders; 
and your memorialist is informed that a suit is now 
pending, and ready for argument in the Supreme Court, 
which will judicial!v put a construction on the meaning 
of the acts of Assembly on this subject. 

A second question has been raised, as to the right of 
the Company to borrow money, and to pledge the tolls, 
without interfering with the guarantee of the state. For 
this point your memorialists begs to refer to the annex- 
ed opinion, given September 15, 1826, by Honacz Bin- 
wey and Joun Sererant, Esq’s. 

A third question is, what is the true meaning of 
the terms “ raise money by way of lottery.” Your me- 
morialist here refers to the annexed opinion, given by 
Messrs. Binney, Sergeant, and Biddle, whose advice he 
procured before entering on the drawing of any 
schemes under his present contract. The grant was 
one of a certain sum; it was a bounty; its application 
was directed; and it was a fund authorized to be pledg- 
ed. The act of 26th March, 1821, would seem clearly 
to express the meaning of the Legislature. By that 
act the company is authorized during twenty-five years, 
to raise by way of lottery any sums that may be wanted 
for the purpose of paying to the holders of said stock, the 
six per cent. as aforesacd.”” The sum raised then was 
the sum wanted to pay the interest. This sum could 
be no other than that paid to the Company for that pur- 
pose, and could have no reference to the profits or 
losses of your memorialist. At the time of the passage 
of the act of 1821, it was a fact in the knowledge of the 
Legislature, officially communicated to them, that from 
the passage of the act of 1811, down to that time, no 
money had been raised in any other manner than by the 
sale of the privilege. 

Your memorialist has submitted these considera- 
tions to your honorable bodies, with the highest respect 
for their wisdom and justice. He has been guilty of no 
concealment, no impositions, no artifice. All his acts 
have been public. No scheme of a lottery has been 
drawn, that was not first published throughout the 
state, and in every daily newSpaper in Philadelphia— 
and, with the sanction of a commission fromthe Governor. 

Your memorialist sets up no new construction of the 
laws;he only asks that that construction which has been 
received, and acted under from the passage of the said 
laws down to this day; which has received Legislative 
sanction repeatedly, and on-the faith of which he has 
confided,may not now, by a novel interpretation be dis- 
turbed. 

Any interference with the enjoyment of the privileges 
purchased by your memorialist, would be highly inju- 
rious to him. His business is a hazar@ous one, and sub- 
ject to great and numerous expenses. His profits, not- 
withstanding the enormously extravagant calculations 
which have been made, are moderate. No estimate of 
the extent of his sales can be formed, from the nominal 
amount ofthe schemes. Ata fair average, not more 
than one-fourth of the tickets are sold,and of this fourth 
a considerable proportion is in other states where the 
sale of foreign tickets is not prohibited. Tickets are 
invariably sold to dealers at the scheme price. The 
risk of the tickets on hand, which certainly cannot 
affect the morals of the community, the managers 
incur. The credits tothe venders are large. Sud- 
denly to throw them out of business, could not fail 
to add heavily to the amount of bad debts. In fine, all 
the agents have been appointed—all the engagements, 
leases and liabilities entered into with a reference to the 
continuation of the contract till the thirty-first day of 
December, 1833. 

Your memorialist prays that no law may be passed, 
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depriving him of the benefit of a contract thus made in 
good faith. And he will ever pray. 


ARCH’D. M’INTYRE., 
February 20, 1832, 


Orrnron oF Horace Brnney, Esa. 


The power granted by the Legislature of Pennsylva- 
nia to the Union Canal Company to raise money by 
lotteries, stands as I conceive upon the following foot- 
ing: 

The Act of 17th April, 1795, empowered the Presi- 
dent and Managers of the two companies then existing, 
to raise the sum of 400,000 dollars, to be applied in dif- 
ferent proportions to: their respective works. This 
was a bounty to those corporations, to enable them to 
carry on their works—in effect a donation from the 
state—without any right in the Companies to treat it as 
capital stock, or indeed any thing but a gift. 


The act of 4th March, 1807,authorized the two compa- | Ja 


nies to raise their respective proportions of the above 
_ separately; and in this act the description of a 

is again given to the money to be thus raised, 
and the object of it defined to be, to enable the corpo- 
ration to put their tolls as lowas possible. The act of in- 
corporation of the Union Canal Company, passed the 2d 
April, 1811, gives power to the Company to raise what 
it terms the residue of the original sum not exceeding 
340,000 dollars, and repeats the description of the pre- 
vious act, that it is a bounty to enable the corporation 
to make the tolls as low as possible. It expressly em- 
powers the Company to raise by loan such sums of mo- 
ney as from time to time they may find expedient for 
the completion of their objects, upon the credit of their 
capital stock, including the nett proceeds and avails of 
the lotteries thereby authorized,and for the fulfilment of 
the terms and conditions of the loans to mortgage any 
part or the whole of their property, tolls, profits or 
estates whatsoever. And finally, to make this grant ef- 
fectual, it punishes the sale of foreign lottery tickets, by 
a fine payable to the corporation. 

Thus far these acts speak a’ consistent language up- 
on the subject of the lottery: the power of thus raising 
money, and the money when raised, are a bounty from 
the state to the corporation,—a property whichthey are 
authorized to mortgage, and upon the credit of which 
they are entitled to borrow money for completing the 
objects of their incorporation. ‘The grant was in its na- 
ture indefeasible: the Legislature were bound to re- 
spect it as much as any other grant in the charter. 

The supplementary act of 29th March, 1819, after 
authorizing the subscription of 2500 shares, pledges the 
avails and nett proceeds of the lottery to the payment 
of an annual interest of six per cent. upon all shares so 
subscribed, and after 2500 shares shall be so subscribed, 
then upon former shares also; and after paying this in- 
terest, the excess is directed to go into the capital stock 
of the Company, and be invested, if not wanted to com- 
plete the works, in the funds of the United States, or 
other safe and productive fund, and the Company are 
authorized to make dividends on the interest arising 
therefrom. ; 

This subscription did not take effect. But it is im- 
possible to avoid seeing, that what is done by the lotte- 
ry fund by the 3d and 9th sections of this act, is the re- 
sult of the position taken by the Legislature in the pre- 
amble to the 7th section, namely, that these may be con- 
sidered as public monies: yet that they were public monies 
in any other sense, than that in which all monies are which 
are destined to public improvement by corporations or 
individuals, there is nothing to warrant in any pre- 
ceding act of Assembly. 

The act for the improvement of the state, passed the 
26th March, 1821, puts this subject upon a different 
footing. Whenever 2500 shares are subscribed by in- 


authorized to subscribe 250 on behalf of the state; and 
if the proceeds of the lottery granted to the Union Ca- 
nal Company, together with the tolls, shall not for twen- 
ty-five years yield a sum equal to an annual interest of 6 
per cent. on all sums not exceeding 450,000 dollars sub- 
scribed by new subscribers, the Governor shall draw 
his warrant on the treasury for the deficiency. And in 
order to avoid all disability of the Company to pay such 
interest, so much of the 3d section of the former act, as 
pledges any portion of the avails of the lottery to the 
holders of former shares for the payment of interest, is 
suspended until the canal shall be completed;and the Presi- 
dent and Managers are authorized to continue during the 
said term of 25 years, to raise, by way of lottery, any 
sums that may be wanted for the purpose of paying the 
holders of said stock, six per cent. as aforesaid: Provid- 
ed, that whenever the nett proceeds of the tolls shall 
amount to six percent. the privilege granted by this 
act of raising money by lottery shall, during such time, 
be suspended, excefit so far as is authorized by existing 
ws. 

This act is certainly not clear. Such an interpreta- 
tion, however, ought to be given to it as is consistent 
with the faith of the Legislature, pledged in several of 
the preceding acts, and also with certain of its own pro- 
visions, about the meaning of which, there cannot be 
any reasonable doubt. 

There is nothing in this act to interfere with the con- 
trol of the Company over the former lottery grant, as a 
bounty, or as a resource to be pledged for loans, except 
the implied pledge of it for interest on the new stock; 
but if this implication is unjust to the Company, unless 
it be understood to be subject to their control, accord- 
ing to former acts,—if the provision made by this act for 
interest on the new stock is sufficient without such impli- 
cation; and, above all, if there be any clear expressions 
in the act which suppose the continuance of the former 
lottery grant for purposes distinct from the provision 
of the interest on new sfock,—then I conceive the impli- 
cation is to. he wholly rejected, as not having been in 
contemplation of the Legislature. 

After a careful examination of all the acts on this sub- 
ject, Iam of opinion, that all the circumstances above 
mentioned, exist in the act of 1821, and concur to 
show that the lottery fund or grant of former acts re- 
mains under the control of the Company, to use for the 
purposes of their work, by pledging it for loans or the 
like. 1. It.is unjust to the Company unless it is 
so understood. The grant was, it is true, a voluntary 
gift by the Commonwealth; but such a gift is as much 
matter of contract as a grant upon valuable considera- 
tion. Such stockholders as acquired their shares after 
the date of the Jaws which conferred it, such also as pre- 
served their shares from forfeiture, by paying the requir- 
ed instalments, and even the new stockholders who, af- 
ter the twenty-five years, are to trust to the general re- 
sources of the Company;may all be considered as having 
parted with their money upon the faith of its application 
to their use. The charter of a corporation is in many 
instances nothing more itself than a free gift by the 
Commonwealth; this, however, has never been held to 
give a right to the public to resume the gift, or to ap- 
ply it in any way foreign to the‘original purpose. When 
given by the Legislature, it was of course parted with 
by the public, and received by the Company. The mo- 
ney raised, or to be raised by it, could in no just sense 
be termed public money. It was private property, de- 
stined to an improvement of great public use; and this 
was the case with all the money subscribed by the stock- 
holders. Zo take this money from the great mass of 
stockholders and to give it to new subscribers exclusively, 
ought not to be imputed to the Legislature, unless it is 
clearly expressed, andI can find no expressions to 
that effect which are not countervented by others still 
clearer. 

2. The provision made by the act of 1821, for the 


dividuals, according to the former act, the Goyernor is| payments of interest on the new stock is sufficient 
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without such implication. The act in terms authorizes | 1811, is termed the residue of the original sum not ex- 
the Company ‘‘ to continue, during the term of twenty-| ceeding 340,000 dollars, is left to the Company as a 
five years, to raise, by way of lottery, any sums that) bounty, and as a property to be pledged forloans, as I 
may be wanted for the purpose of paying to the holders | am told it heretofore has been under the advice of 
of said stock the six per cent. as aforesaid.”” Here isa | counsel;—and a new power is given to raise, during 
new and unlimited power to raise money by lottery for | the twenty-five years, as much as with the nett tolls 
this specific purpose, sh7ll pay six per cent. per annum on the new stock: if 

8. There are clear expressions in the act which sup-| the tolls at any time during that period shall be sufficient 
pose the continuation of the former lottery grant for| for this purpose, then the new power should be sus- 
purposes distinct from the provision of interest upon the | pended; but nothing should interfere with the exercise 
new stock:— of the old power under existing laws. 

The first of these expressions is that which provides| This interpretation is just to the Company, and no- 
—that in order to avoid, as far as possible, all disability | thing more than just. It leaves them in possession of 
“to pay such interest, so much of the third section of | vested rights under former acts, and it limits the exer- 
the act aforesaid as pledges any portion of the avails or | cise of the new power given by the Legislature, to that 
nett proceeds of the lottery aforesaid, to the payment of | necessity which the Legislature has itself created, of 
an annual interest to the holders of shares not forfeited | paying an interest to certain stockholders, instead of 
in the late Delaware and Schuylkill, and Schuylkill and | leaving all stockholders to dividends derived from the 
Susquehanna Company be, and the same is hereby sus-| tolls. The interpretation favours moreover the great 
PENDED until the canal shall be completed.”” The word | object; for without a fund to pay interest on loans, loans 
suspended, is of great influence on this question. That| could not be made, and consequently, the work could 
pledge is not repealed or extinguished, but on the contra-| not be completed. If it should be asked, why has the 
ry is left in force, the exercise of it being merely defer-| Legislature suspended the payment ofinterest on the old 
red toa future day. Now it will follow that if the old | stock, ifit did not mean the old lottery fund to be other- 
lottery grant is used, or consumed for the interest on| wise applied’ I answer that there isa sufficient reason 
the new stock, the former pledge is effectually destroy- | for the suspension, in the danger both to the public and 
ed; whereas to bring the new power into operation for | to the profit of the lotteries, by requiring too large a 
the interest on the new stock, is properly a suspension | sum to be raised from them in the year; and that there 
of the pledge, to meet which the old power may be re-| is no reason upon the construction adverted to, for call- 


sorted to on the completion of the canal. ing that a suspension, which was by the same construc- 
The second expression referred to, is the proviso | tion a gradual destruction. 


“that whenever the nett proceeds ofthe tollsshallamount|} January 5, 1827. 
to the said six per cent. the privilege hereby grant- 
ed of raising money by lottery shall, during such time 
be suspended, except so far as is authorized by existing 
laws.” It follows from this language necessarily, that 
the Legisiature contemplated the exercise of the new 
lottery power, before the old one was consumed; for if 
the old power was to be first used and exhausted before 
the new power could be exercised, the exception is 
useless—there could not be under such a construction 
any lottery power in the Company at the time of such 
suspension, by the laws existing at the date of the act 
of 1821. But if the new power was to be used for the 
purpose of paying the interest, then the exception was 
reasonable, because the suspension of the new power, 
ought not to interfere with the exercise of a power pre- 
viously given. The reservation of the excess of any 
money raised ly lottery beyond the said six per cent., 
and which is found in the same proviso, fortifies this 
construction. Had the former lottery power been re- 
garded as a resource for paying the interest, then 
doubtless the Legislature would have directed a reser- 
vation of its surplus monies to meet a deficien y. But 
the reservation is only of the monies arising from 
“ said lottery,” the antecedent to which is, ‘ the privi- 
lege hereby granted of raising money by lottery;” so that 
the reservation‘is of the surplus monies raised under the 
act of 1821. 

These views of the act last mentioned,may perhaps in- 
duce the opinion that the bearing of its different pro- 
visions have not been critically observed in penning the 
act; but it cannot be doubted, I think, that the interpre- 
tation adverted to by me, and which is in conformity 
with all that the Company have done and communica- 
ted to the Legislature since the date of that act, is the 
best and most reasonable. 

This has in-some respcets the weight of a contempo- 
rary interpretation; and when it is remarked, that the in- 
sertion of a single line would have made the contrary 
interpretation obvious, as for instance saying “that the 
new power should not be used until the old power was 
exhausted,” the absence of such a clause, implies the 
absence of that intention. 

The meaning to be deduced from this act, then at 
once, reasonable and consistent with former laws, is 
this: that the old power of raising what in the act of 



















































Copy oF AN Orrnion oF Jonn SERGEANT ann Hornicr 
Binney, Esq’s. 


The President and Managers of the Union Canal 
Company have desired our opinion upon the question, 
whether in making loans under the authority given to 
them by law, they are authorized to mortgage the tolls 
of the Canal to the lenders, as security for the money 
borrowed, and the interest that may accrue upon it—or 
whether there is any existing pledge of the tolls, or 
other incumbrance upon them, which would have a 
priority to the lenders, and thus take away or diminish 
their security? 

To this question we answer as follows:—The author- 
ity to raise money by way of loan, and to mortgage the 
tolls; among others things, for the fulfilment of the 
terms and conditions of such loan, is expressly given by 
the 26th section of the act of the 2d April, 1811. This 
authority is not repealed or taken away, in terms, by 
any subsequent act. It therefore remains in force, un- 
less there be some provision inconsistent with it in sub- 
sequent acts, which by making a different disposition 
of the tolls, amounts to a virtual repeal. After examin- 
ing carefully the several acts passed on the subject since 
the year 1811, we find no such provision. The act of 
1821, it is true, does contain a clause which at first view 
might seem, perhaps, to have this effect. The words 
are these, ‘‘ Provided that whenever the nett proceeds 
of the tolls shall amount to the said six per cent.” 
(meaning the six per cent. upon stock, ) ** the privilege 
hereby granted of raising money by lottery shall, during 
such time be suspended, except so far as is authorized 
by existing laws, &c.” But we are clearly of opinion 
that neither this clause nor any other in the act, can be 
so construed. For in the first place, the words used by 
the Legislature are not “when the tolls shall amount,” 
‘‘but when the nett proceeds of the tolls shall amount.” 
By ‘‘ nett proceeds,” we understand the clear revenue 
from tolls after paying all charges to which they may be 
made subject under existing laws, including, of course, 
mortgages for loans. But in the next placc, we would 
remark, that by this act the tolls are not pledged either 
to the state or to the subscribers to the stock of the 
Company. Their amount is only made a condition up- 
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on which the enjoyment of the new lottery right grant- | that under the act of 1811, the Union Canal Company 


ed by this act is made to depend, which cannot be con- 
strued tu take away or impair the pre-existing power 
to mortgage for the purpose of obtaining loans. This 
power to borrow, is indeed so essentially necessary for 
the interest of all concerned, the old stockholders, the 
new stockholders, and the commonwealth, that it is 
not to be supposed the Legislature would interfere 
with it, or render its exercise more difficult or disadvan- 

ous, There can be no tolls till the Canal is com- 
pleted, and its completion might be impossible without 
the aid of loans. 

We are therefore of opinion, that the President and 
Managers have the power to mortgage,the tolls as secu- 
rity for loans, and that there is no existing pledge of the 
tolls or incumbrance upon them, (except mortgages for 

rior loans if any,) which will have a pridrity to the 
enders, or impair their security. 
Signed, JOHN SERGEANT, 
HORACE BINNEY. 
Philadelphia, Sept. 15, 1826. 


CASE. 

A Report recently made to a meeting of citizens upon 
the subject of the Lottery grants to the Union Canal 
Company, appears to bring into question the validity of 
Lotteries now drawing under the authority of that Com- 
pany, and consequently to affect the contract made by 
the Company with Archibald M’Intyre, who is repre- 
sented by the subscribers. You are therefore request- 
ed to give your opinion upon the following points arising 
out of that report. 

1. Is the authority granted to the Company by the 
act of 26th March, 1821, to raise by way of lottery, any 
sums that may be wanted for the purpose of paying to 
the holders of the new stock an annual interest of six 
per cent, an authority that can be exercised only after 
the power to raise money under the act of 2d April, 
1811, has been exhausted for the same purpose; or 
may the authority given by the act of 1821, be exercis- 
ed for the purpose of paying that interest, while the 
power given by the act of 1811, is at the same time ex- 
ercised for other purposes of the company, or postpon- 
ed toa future time to raise the residue of the sum au- 
thorized by that act? 

It may be remarked, that if the power given by the 

two acts are concurrent, and that given by the act of 
1821, is not, as the report supposes, a mere supplement 
to the previous power, to be used when the previous 
power shall have been exhausted, it follows that the ba- 
lance of 203,750 dollars, which the company on the se- 
cond of April, 1821, was still entitled to raise by vir- 
ture of, the act of 1811, remains at present to be raised 
as the company shall direct or authorize; whereas if the | 
power derived from the last mentioned act must be first 
exhausted before that under the act of 1821 can be used, 
’. then, as the amount raised since the 2nd of April, 1821, 
is more than 203,750 dollars, it is alledged, that the 
grant under the act of 1811 is now at an end, and that 
the lottery power of the company is confined to raising 
so much money as the tolls of the canal may fall short of 
the interest on the new stock. 

2d. Is the authority of the company under the act of 
1821, confined to raising by way of lottery, within the 

ear, the money wanted for the purpose of paying the 
interest due in that year; or, have they a reasonable dis- 
cretion as to the time or times of raising what the pro- 
bable state of the tolls for some time to come may ren- 
der necessary? 

3d. In estimating the amount raised by the company 
under the lottery grants, are they to be charged with 


—_ 


what they have bona fide received for the privilege of | 


drawing lotteries; or are they chargeable with the no- 


have never drawn a lottery at their own risk. They 
have sometimes for a certain per centage sold and assign- 
ed the right of drawing alottery of given amount, accor- 
ding to a particular scheme or plan; and at other times 
they have sold for certain sums, the right of drawing 
lotteries for a term of time according to schemes to be 
approved by them. 

In a report made to the Legislature by the Company 
on the 3d of February, 1819, the amount received 
from time to time by these sales was communicated, 
and the different contracts before that date stated; so 
that it was manifest, that the Company had not in any 
instance after 1811, taken the risk of a lottery upon 
themselves, nor debited themselves with the 15 per 
cent. usually deducted from prizes. It was after thi 


report that the act of 29th March, 1819, was passed, in, 


the 3d and 9th sections of which, these receipts by the 
Company are referred to under the description of 
**avails and nett proceeds’’ of the lottery; and the very 
funds derived from them, and then, on hand, were re- 
cognized by the 12th section of the act and directed 
to be vested in some safe and productive fund for the 
Company. 

Since that report, the company have from time to time 
reported to the Legislature the sums received by them 
under their different contracts with A. M’Intyre, so that 
the character of these receipts has been distinctly made 
known. At no time have they been questioned by the 
Legislature; on the contrary, after examination of the 
circumstances attending them, they have been reported 
by committees of the House of Representatives without 
an objection. 

It may be proper further to remark, that the fifteen 
per cent. usually deducted from the pfizes, is a very 
imperfect index of the amount raised by a lottery. It 
would not be a proper one even if all the tickets ina 
scheme were sold, for there are charges and expenses, 
numerous and heavy, bad debts, &c., which must be 
set against this per centage. But the non-sale of a large 
portion of tickets, which is an invariable and unavoida- 
ble attendant of lotteries, necessarily involves the pro- 
prietor of a lottery in the hazard or chances ofa scheme, 
by which he may lose an amount equal to, or greater 
than the whole deduction. The risks of a lottery which 
are thus adverted to, if thrown upon the company, 
might put in jeopardy not only the value of the grant, 
but in the end, the Canal itself, which the grant was in- 
tended to promote. There cannot, therefore, be as- 
signed any good reason for believing that the Legisla- 
ture intended that these risks should be borne by the 
Company, as the very condition of the grant. It is more 
reasonable to suppose, that they meant to give them the 
power of raising money without risk; and yet it may be 
demonstrated, that no money can be certainly and effec- 
tually raised by way of lottery, per by receiving a 
sum certain for the privilege of drawing it,) without, at 
the same time, encountering risks which may involve 
the proprietor in loss, instead of raising any thing. The 
exaggerated statement of profits which the report be- 
fore referred to, assigns to the managers, requires no 
other comment than this, that it has happened in the 
course of theircontracts with the Company,that the pre- 
sent managers have frequently lost upon a single scheme 
more than the whole amount paid to the Company for 
the privilege of drawing it. If the Company receive 
$10,000 from a lottery, nominally competent to raise 
$30,000, and give the chance of $20,000 to the mana- 
ger on the condition of his paying all expenses, taking 
all trouble and running all risk of debts as well as of the 
drawing; the $10,000, if it be a fair and bona fide con- 
sideration of the sale, subject to the charges and risks, 
is in truth, all that the lottery raises. It is the net pro- 


minal amount of deduction from prizes, generally fixed | ceeds of the lottery. If any more is raised, it is raised 
at 15 per cent., or with the actual profit made by the | by the managers adventuring in the lottery, as the hold- 


Managers of the lotteries, be it more or less? 
In connexion with this inquiry it is proper to state, 


ers of unsold tickets; or, it is fairly applicable as a part 
of the gross proceeds of the lottery to the charges, 
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expenses, labor, and losses, unavoidably incident to the 
operation. , ; 

You will please to take these remarks into considera- 
tion, in connexion with the fact, that the practice of the 
Company was known to the Legislature before the act 
of 1819, and constantly since. 

4th. If the Company are chargeable under the lotte- 
ry grants only with the amounts bona fide received by 
them for the different schemes, does it or does it not fol- 
low, that whatever the assignees may have made or lost, 
that circumstance does not affect the validity of their 
contract with the Company’ 

The importance of sustaining our contracts and of 
counteracting the influence of a report, which so far as 
it regards most of the facts stated, we know to be inac- 
curate, has induced us to ask your opinion on the fore- 
going inquiries in point of law. 

If our apprehensions of them shall be confirmed by 
your opinion, we trust that the probity of this communi- 
ty will not countenance an assault upon our legal 
rights, derived from, and sanctioned by the Legislature 
of this Commonwealth. 

YATES & M’INTYRE. 

Horace Brynner, 

Joun SERGEANT. Esquires. 

James C. Bripp.ie, 


Philadelphia, Dec. 24, 1831. 


OPINION. 

We have deliberately considered this case, and are of 
the following opinion: 

1. That the lottery grant under the act of 1821, is 
not merely supplementary, but is agrant of the power 
to raise any sums that may be wanted to pay the inte- 
rest on the new stock, concurrently, if the Company 
think proper, with the balance of $340,600 auth orized 
to be raised by the act of of 1811; and not only after 
that balance has been raised and expended upon the 
interest. Although the act of 1821 is by no means clear, 
we think certain of its provisions decidedly sustain this 
interpretation, particularly that clause which suspends 
the right to raise money under the act of 1821, when- 
ever the nett proceeds of the tolls shall amount to 6 per 
cent. per annum, with an express saving of the right, 
under existing laws, If the grant under the act of 1821 
was not to come into operation, until the grant by form- 
er laws had been exhausted, this saving would be inope- 
rative. We think also that this interpretation is sus- 
tained with equal effect by another provision, which 
professes merely to suspend a previous pledge of the 
lottery grant for the benefit of the old stockholders, un- 
til the canal should be finished. If the grants were not 
meant to be cumulative, then an intention is imputed to 
the Legislature, to destroy this pledge: and the facts 
stated show that it has already been destroyed, instead of 
being suspended: and destroyed just at the time when, 
by finishing the canal, the act declares that the suspen- 
sion shall terminate. The good faith of the state more- 
over appears to consist better with this than with any 
other construction of the act. The lottery grant of 1811 
was not merely a bounty to the Company generally, in 
which sense it was as irrevocable as a grant for a valuable 
consideration; but the Company were expressly author- 
ized to morgage it as a security for loans. This author- 
ity has not been revoked. Nosuch revocation is to be 
found either in the language or the plain meaning ofany 
subsequent act. . The power has been exercised, and 
lenders to the Company to a large amount, now rest in 
part upon that security. Without such clear expres- 
sions as would make a different interpretation wholly in- 
admissible, it appears to us against the good faith of the 
Commonwealth, to impute the intention of destroying 
the uses of the old grant to the lenders, by applying it 
in the shape of interest to the new stockholders. 

2. Thata reasonable discretion as to the amounts to 
be raised, and the time of raising them, under the act of 
1821, exist inthe Company. It cannot have been in- 

Vor. IX. 22 











tended that they should defer raising money to pay the 
interest until the tolls were proved to have been insuf- 
ficient, and the interest had already accrued. A rea- 
sonable provision in anticipation of the probable defi- 
ciency of the tolls, and to the extent of it, must have 
been intended by the act. No other course is reconcil- 
able with prudence, or the usual method of conducting 
similar operations. In our opinion, the Company are 
not bound to raise what is necessary within the year. 
The language of the act is an express warrant for this 
construction. The Company are required to reserve 
any excess of the sum raised over the 6 per cent., to meet a 
future deficiency, and not to divideit; it is consequently 
no violation of the law to raise an excess, if there is a yea- 
sonable probability that it will be required in future. 

3. The facts stated under the third inquiry, furnish a 
strong ground for giving such an interpretation to the 
acts of 1811, 1819, and 1821, as will charge the Com- 
pany only with the price by them received for the lot- 
tery privilege. Cotemporaneous construction seems 
entirely to favour it: and there are intrinsic difficulties 
in the way ofa charge on any other principle. The 
money paid to the Company has undoubtedly been re- 
ferred to in the act of 1819, as the neft proceeds of the 
lottery; and the nett proceeds are all that can be equit- 
ably charged. The amount received by the Managers, 
under the deduction of 15 per cent. are the = pro- 
ceeds, against which all the expenses of the lottery, all 
the charges of the agency, and bad debts, are to be 
placed; and the fate of unsold tickets also, if any re- 
main unsold. The uncertainty of any rule of charge 
except that adopted by the Company, induced the Le- 
gislature to receive it as a reasonable one, and at this 
time of day we think it inadmissible to disturb it, by re- 
sorting to a strict interpretation, 

4. We are clearly of opinion, that the amount made 
or lost by the assignees is a matter of no consequence. 
If they were ruined by the lotteries, the Company would 
still be chargeable under the lottery grants with the 
sums received by them. If the Company are chargea- 
ble with these receipts only, then the lottery grants not 
being exhausted, the existing contracts for raising fur- 
ther sumsare valid: and if the first lottery grant is ex- 
hausted, which we have already said, we do not think, 
then the right to raise money for the interest on the 
new stock would give validity to these contracts. 

HOR. BINNEY, 
JOHN SERGEANT, 


JAMES C. BIDDLE. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 24, 1831. 


The following law possesses considerable interest for 
this city. 


DELAWARE AND RARITAN CANAL, 
AND THE 
CAMDEN AND AMBOY RAIL ROAD. 


(Last week we published the Bill relative to the Camden 
and Amboy Rail-road, as it was first presented to the As- 
semdly. Below it willbe found as amended in the house, 
and as it passed both houses of the Legislature.|--N. J. 
State Gaz, . 

A SUPPLEMENT to an act entitled “ An Act relative 
to the Delaware ana Raritan Canal, and the Camden 
and Amboy Rail-roadand Transportation Companies.” 
Sec. 1. BE IT ENACTED, &c. That it shall and 

may be lawful for the said Delaware and Raritan Canal, 

and the Camden and Amboy Rail-road and Transporta- 
tion Companies, to transfer to this state, one thousand 
shares of the joint capital stock of the said companies, 
upon which all the instalments shall be paid by the said 
companies, so that neither, at the time of the said trans- 
fer, or at any time thereafter, the payment of any mo- 
ney thereon or therefor, shall bc required from the state; 
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a certificate of which stock shall be held by the Treasu- | ritan Canal Company be, and the same is hereby re- 
rer of this state, for the use of the state; and all divi- | pealed.* 

dends of the company be declared and payable thereon, 
as if the state had subscribed for such stock, and paid 














the several instalments thereon. From the Philadelphia Gazejte. 

Sec. 2, And be it enacted, That it shall not be lawful, PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
at any time during the said Rail-road charter to construct : 
any other rail-road or rail-roads in this state, without Thursday, March 8, 1832. 


tended or used for the transportation of passengers or Chair. i 
merchandize between the cities of New York and Phila-| | Mr. Jouxsow presented petitions praying that Jones’ 
delphia, orto compete in business with the rail-road alley and Beach street be curbed and paved, which were 
snteniend by the act to which this supplement is rela- | Teferred to the Paving Committee. 
tive. Provided always, That nothing in this act shall be 
so construed as to prevent the construction of a rail-road 
from the city of New Brunswick to the Hudson river, 
or any lateral road that may be hereafter authorized by 
an act of the legislature, from a suitable point or points, 
intersecting said road, to be designated and agreed upon 
by the said companies; or any lateral road or roads, not 
intended or used forthe purpose or competition as afore- 
said. 
Sec. 3. 4nd be it enacted, That if within one year from 
the time that the said rail-road from Bordentown to Am- 
boy, is so far completed that passengers and merchan- 
dize be transported thereon, the transit duty reserved 
by the acts incorporating said companies, and the divi- 
dends on the stock hereby authorized to be transferred, 
shall not amount to thirty thousand dollars, it shall be 
the duty of the said companies to pay such deficiency 
to the treasurer of this state, out of the joint funds of 
the said companies, before any dividend is made to the | their building, that the width of the several footways 
stockholders, and that each and every year thereafter, | shout the same should be reconsidered by your honora- 
si Rieipeeeiaic no ake poco tn ti oate ten shcanetd | ie nape one coeennged cs to imeyere sho appeer- 
i a secure to oresaid | i- 
sum of thirty thousand dollars, at least, in each and | een Are Seer we Reena Se gevaee aves 


Mr. Massey presented petitions praying that Cherry 
street to Schuylkill Seventh street, and Eighth street 
between High and Arch street be paved, which were re- 
ferred to the Paving Committee. 

Mr. Liprincorr presented the following petition 
which was referred to the Paving Committee in con- 
Junction with the City Solicitor. 


To the Select and Common Councils of the city of Phila- 

delphia. 

The Memorial of the undersigned, the President and 
Managers of the Philadelphia Exchange Company, 
Respectfully represents: That your memorialists are 

about to construct a costly and elegant Exchange on the 

| lot of ground at the north Side of Walnut street, be- 

tween Third and Dock streets: That they propose sur- 
rendering up to public use a considerable portion of the 
| ground at the immediate corner of Dock and Walnut 
streets; and are desirous, before proceeding to erect 


the consent of the said companies, which shall be in- SELECT COUNCIL.—Mr. Dvaye was called to the 








; : ence. They would also respectfully suggest, that as 
every year during said charter. the whole of the square on Walnut street will be occu- 
_ Sec. 4. And be it enacted, That in declaring and mak- | pied by the intended building, it would be adviseable 
ing dividends of the nett profits, the president and direc- 
tors of the said companies, shall declare and divide the 
whole of the actual nett profits accruing to the time of 
such dividend, retaining only such surplus funds as may 
be deemed requisite to meet unexpected and extraordi- 
nary damages to the works respectively, which surplus | jy the premises as to your wisdom shall seem meet. 
funds shall in no case exceed, in the whole, the sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars. The subjoined communication from the City Commis- 
Sec. 5. And be it enacted, That the state shall be en- | sioners was received and referred to a joint committee 
titled to the appointment of one director to represent | Of two members of each Council, and Messrs. Massey, 
the said stock, but that no vote shall be given for said | Lippincott, Hood and Patterson were appointed the 
stock at any elections of the stockholders. committee. : 
Sec. 6. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty Cirr Commissioners Orricr, 


at the same time, without affecting the regulation of the 
of the said companies, to constructa lateral rail-road March 8th 1832. : 


streets, to reduce the rapid descent of the footway from 
Third to Dock street, or perhaps to keep it on a level 
throughout. 


They pray your honorable bodies, to take such order 


from a suitable point on said road, at or west of the vil-| Zo the President and Members of the Select Council. 
lage of Spottswood, to a suitable point or points, inthe | Gentlemen,—The City Commissioners respectfully 
city of New Brunswick, to be determined upon by the | submit to Council, printed statements of their expendi- 
said companies, by and with the assent of the corpora-| tures forthe year 1831, together with their annual re- 
tion of said city, in the construction and use of which | port, and the city rental for 1832. 
said road, the said companies shall be entitled to allthe| They also respectfully ask the attention of Council to 
powers, privileges, and subject to all the conditions and | the procuring of a supply of Oil, on which, Council 
limitations contained in the act incorporating said rail- | have heretofore appointed a committee. The Commis- 
road company, and which said lateral road shall be com- | sioners have been informed by the Captain of the Watch, 
pleted as soon as any rail-road be made from the said | that a fresh supply will soon be required. 

city of New Brunswick to the Hudson river: Provided Ry order of the City Commissioners, 

always, that the said companies shall not charge more ROBERT H. SMITH, City Clerk. 


than two dollars and fifty cents for each and every pas-{ The subjoined communication from the WanpEns or 


senger carried thereon, from and to the cities of New | rue Pont was received and referred to the Paving Com- 
Brunswick and Philadelphia. mittee. 


Sec. 7. nd be it enacted, That the assent of a ma- Warpens’ Orrice, 
jority of the stockholders of the said companies to the Philadelphia, March 5th, 1832. 
provisions of this act, in writing, shall be submitted to} gir—The Wardens of the Port have by the following 
and approved by the Governor of this state, or the per- | resolution authorized and instructed me to address this 


son administering the government of the same, and filed | egmmunication to the honorable body over which you 
in the office of the Secretary of this state, within forty ; -—_——____ 


days after the passing of this act, or this act shall be; * The section in the original act of incorporation gave 
void. to the state the right to subscribe for one fourth of the 

Sec. 8. And be it enacted, That the twenty-third sec- | capital stock of the Company, which is thus relinquish- 
tion of the act incorporating the said Delaware and Ra- | ed by the state. 
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preside, and to request their taking such measures in 
relation thereto as ay may deem necessary to remove 
the evil complained of. 
Your most ob’t and humble servant, 
DAVID MAFFET, 
Master Warden. 
Joun M. Scott, Esq. 


Extract from the Minutes of the 3d inst. viz: 

‘* Whereas, complaints have been made to the Board 
of Wardens that aconsiderable alluvion deposit has ta- 
ken place in the river Schuylkill, opposite Arch street, 
caused by the culvert or common sewer; and this Board 


_ believe that there is sufficient ground to apprehend in- 


jury tothe navigation of said river from this cause— 
therefore 

Resolved, That the Master Warden be and he is 
hereby authorized and instructed to address a communi- 
cation to the City Councils on the subject, and request 
them to take such measures in relation thereto, as they 
may deem necessary to remedy the evil complained of,” 

Attest—Tuos. Jackson, Clerk. 

A communication from Mr. S. Hazanp, was received 
and referred to tbe Library Committee 

Mr. Lierincorr as Chairman of the Committee on 

Logan Square, made the annexed report and resolution, 
accompanied with an ordinance, which were agreed 
to. 
The Committee on Logan Square to whom was refer- 
red Item No. 3, in the report of unfinished business, 
viz: an ordinance previding for the construction of a 
sewer tocross Logan Square, and unite with the sewer 
in Mulberry street, Report; 

That they have viewed said square of ground, andare 
of opinion that a sewer is indispensably necessary, and 
that it should be continued along Schuylkill Fourth 
street, and connected with the sewer in Mulberry street; 
and herewith submit a draft of the same made by Sam- 
uel Haines, City Surveyor; also his estimate of the ex- 
pense of its construction. They are also of opinion, 
that after the completion of the proposed culvert, mea- 
sures should be taken to have said square filled up and 
levelled, which if done by degrees may be effected ad- 
vantageously to the public interest without incurring 
much expense. 

The committee therefore beg leave to recommend 
the passage of the ordinance submitted to them, and of- 
fer the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on Logan Square, are 
hereby authorized to take measures as soon as may be 
(after a culvert shall have been completed through the 
same) to have said square of ground filled up and le- 
velled. 

Joshua Lippineott Esq. - 

Sim:—Previous to filling up and improving Logan 
Square, it will be necessary to construct a sewer six feet 
diameter in the clear—commencing at the sewer in Mul- 
berry street and extending along Schuylkill Fourth to 
Sassafras street—thence across the said square to a 
point on Vine street 80 feet west of Schuylkill Fifth 
street. - 

The whole length of the sewer will be 1440 feet. 

To complete it, will require the excavation of 

4734 cubic yards of earth at 124 cents per 





yard, 3 ; $600 

421,000 brick when laid a $9 per thousand, 3789 
4 inlets, 2 at Cherry street and 2 at Vine street, at 

$50 each, 200 

4589 

Add for centers and contingencies, 411 

Whole cost, $5000 





A small alteration in the regulation of Vine street will 
be necessary to accommodate the sewer to the location 


above mentioned—which will also be of public utility | withdrawn from the income of w 


a 


by giving a better descent to carry off the water of that 
street. All which is respectfully submitted, by yours, 
&e. 

SAMUEL HAINES, City Surveyor. 
March 8th, 1832. 


Mr. Masser as Chairman of the Committee on the 
Sinking Fund made the following report, with an ordi- 
nance, which were ordered to be printed. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
THE SINKING FUND. 


To the Select and Common Councils. 


By an ordinance passed by the Select and Common 
Councils on the 14th April, 1824—It was made the duty 
of the Committee on the Sinking Fund, to report annu- 
ally, at the first stated meeting of Councils in March, a 
statement of all their transactions during the preceding 
year, and in pursuance thereof, herewith submit the 
statement of the City Treasurer, showing the receipts 
and payments which have occurred during the year 
ending the Ist March, 1832: 

Received for premium of 36,200 dollars 
loaned tothe Corporation, borrowed 30th 
July, 1831, 

Received for premium of 10,000 dollars 6th 
August, 1831, loaned to the Corporation, 800 00 

Received for premium on 35,000 dollars, 
loaned to the Corporation 14th Decem- 
ber, 1831, 

Received for the redemption right of 2 lots 
of ground on Lombard street, agreeably 
to the resolution of Councils of 29th April, 
1830, 1,200 00 

For annual appropriations of Councils 
agreeably to ordinances, 

For interest on money loaned to the Corpo- 
ration, 148 63 

For interest and dividends on stock held by 
the Sinking Fund, : 


4,029 62 


3,687 56 


22,000 00 


13,874 36 
45,740 17 





Paid for 5,673 43.100 dollars in 
State of Pennsylvania 5 per 
cent. stock, 

Paid for 10,000 dollars 5 per 
cent. city loan, 

Paid for 15,000 dollars 5 per 
cent. city loan, 

Paid for 10,519 31.100 dollars 
5 per cent. state of Pennsyl- 
vania stock, 


6,100 00 
10,800 00 
16,950 00 


45,740 17 
Dolls, 41,172 74, amount of certificates of stock, 


ree 





Therefore the whole sum is invested and bearing an 
interest as per schedule annexed. 
The amount of stocks held by the 
Sinking Fund on the Ist March, 1831, 
was, $288,838 79 
The amount of stocks held by 
the Sinking Fund on the 
1st of March 1832, as per 
schedule annexed, is 
‘Increase of the Fund in the 
past year, is 
Add to which the premiums 
on the stock purchased as 
before stated, 


330,031 56 
$41,192 77 


4,547 40 


Amount of the cost of the stock above stated, $45,740 17 





Your committee in their last annual report to Coun- 
cils, suggested and recommended that it would be ex- 
pedient to place the further sum of 3,000 dollars annu- 
ally hereafter to the credit of the Sinking Fund, to be 
ater rent, at the same 
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time and in the same manner as the other appropriations 
are bythe “ordinance of the 11th April, 1824,” for 
the same object. , 

Your committee after having again considered the 
subject have deemed it advisable, that the sum should 
be reduced to 2,000 dollars per annum which would 
then make the total sum together with the 14,000 dol- 
lars already appropriated, 16,000 dollars from the in- 
come of the water rents annually placed to the credit of 
the said fund, applicable to the redemption of the debt 


of the corporation. They submit herewith an ordi- 
nance for the adoption of Councils inconformity there- 
to. 


They would further observe that no appropria- 
tions have been made from the income of the water 
rents, or frem the income of the corporate estate of the 
city to this fund since the Sd of May, 1821, a 
loans have been made to the corporation exclusively for 
the use of the Fair Mount Water Works since that pe- 
riod amounting to upwards of 500,000 dollars. It ap- 
pears from the annexed report of the Watering Com- 
mittee, that the water rents of 1832 will exceed 70,000 
dollars, and that there will be a surplus arising from 
that source of near 10,000 dollars after deducting the 
expenses appertaining to the Fair Mount Water Works 
for the year 1832, andthe annual appropriation of 
16,000 dollars to the Sinking Fund, 

By a calculation mace by the city treasurer, the pre- 
sent means of the Sinking Fund with the addditional 
appropriation of 2,000 dollars will be adequate to re- 
deem 622,900 dollars of the principal of the city debt at 
the various periods it becomes due, up to the Ist Ja- 
n , 1846; leaving a balance then in hand of 
258,354 17.100 dollars towards the payment of 456,000 
dollars of the city loan which fall due in that year, when 
it will be necessary to make a loan for the deficiency, 
unless an additional sum be placed now annually, suffi- 
cient to accomplish that object. 

But it is anticipated that in a very few years a sum 
sufficient will be appropriated from the income of the 
water rents which will be ample for that purpose and for 
the redemption of the balance of the debt as it be- 
comes due, 

It must be admitted that the Sinking Fund now stands 
upon a permanent foundation, and is unquestionably the 
best mode that can be devised for the payment of the 
city debt; and if properly regulated, may accumulate 
to such an amount as to redeem the debt of the city 
without being felt by our citizens. All of which is res- 
pectfully submitted. 

Mr. Massey, from the Committee on the Girard Fund, 


OF COUNCILS. {Marcu 
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Mr. Duanz offered the annexed resolution, which was 
agreed to, and Messrs. Duane, Groves, Okie and Moss 
were appointed the committee. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils &c. 
That a committee, of two members of each Council, be 
appointed to inquire whether the public interest and 
convenience would not be promoted by making the 
Schuylkill Permanent Bridge a free bridge; and what 


would be the best means to accomplish that object if 
deemed desirable. 


COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Oxre presented the 


following petition, which was referred to the Com, on 
Fire Cos. 


To the Select and eae of the City of Phila- 
elphia. 

The memorial of the Pennsylvania Hose Company, 
respectfully sets forth, 

That they have lately established themselves in the 
District of Spring Garden, and.are now about procuring 
at considerable expense a very superior carriage and ap- 
paratus. That ‘they haveno place in which to deposit 
the same, and wish to obtain from Councils permission 
to use a portion of the lot lately belonging to Stephen 
Girard, situate in Coates street between 6th and 7th, 
for the erection of a temporary frame building for that 
purpose, upon such terms as Councils may deem proper, 
all of which is respectfully submitted. 

RANDOLPH W. EVANS, President. 

ISAAC B. FITLER, Vice President. 

SAMUEL M. WAGNER, Secretary. 

DANIEL M. HEWITT, Assistant Secr’y. 
Philadelphia, March 1, 1832. 


Mr, Suctrvan presented the annexed petition which 
was referred to a joint Committee of two members of 
each Council, and Messrs. Sullivan, Lehman, Groves and 
Johnson, were appointed the Committee. 


To the Honorable the Select and Common Councils of the 
city of Philadelphia. 

The petition of the undersigned citizens of Philadel- 
phia respectfully showeth: 

That the progress of the Columbia and West Ches- 
ter Rail-roads is such that it is confidently expected that 
they will be ready for use by the middle of next summer, 
so as to admit of travelling on them from West Chester 
to this city, and that such travelling will not be prevent- 
ed by the unfinished state of the bridge over the river 
Schuylkill. Your petitioners therefore pray that timely 
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measures be taken to extend the Rail-road along Broad 
street, that it may be in readiness by the time above 
mentioned. 

The annexed communication enclosing a copy of 
the bill, was received, and was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Markets. 


aie. 


offered the following resolution which was adopted. 
To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila- 
delphia. 
The committee on Girard’s Legacy, recommend 


oe is at 


ao 


to Councils the adoption of the following resolution, 


‘Resolved by the Select and Common Councils of 
the city of Philadelphia, That the City Treasurer be 
and he is hereby authorized and directed to receive from 
the Trustees of the Bank of the late Stephen Girard, 
such deeds, and muniments of title to real estate, as they 


Harrissvre, Feb. 27, 1831. 
Srr—lI have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a 
Bill entitled ‘* An Act relative to the Markets in High 
street in the city of Philadelphia,” read in the House of 
Representatives, on the 21st inst. . 
I am, very resp’y, Sir, your most obt. servant, 
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may deliver, and to give them receipts for the same.” 

Mr. Groves offered the annexed resolution, which 
was agreed to. 

Resolved, That the committee on Will’s Legacy be 
and are hereby authorized to cause the front of the 
building intended for a Hospital for the blind and lame, 
to be constructed of graniie or such other durable ma- 
terial as they may think proper, instead of having the 
same rough-cast as heretofore directed, provided the ad- 
ditional expense shall not exceed $2000. 

Mr. Duane offered the subjoined resolution which 
was adopted. 


DAVID S. HASSINGER, 
James Pace, Esq. 


President Com. Co. Philadelphia. 


An Act relative to the Markets in High street in the ciiy of 
Philadelphia. 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
in General Assembly met, and it is on 4 enacted by the 
authority of the same, That so much of the act passed 
on the twenty-third day of March, Anno Domini one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-six, as authorizes 
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Resolved, &c. That the Watering Committee be and 
they are hereby authorized to cause the old machinery 
in -he engine house at Fairmount, to be sold at public 
sale, 


country persons to occupy the stalls inthe western por- 
tion or moiety of the said market in High street, between 
Third and Fourth streets, free of rent tolls or perqui- 
sites, is hereby repealed. Provided nevertheless, That 
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the said portion of market which was appropriated to | any disease; and was not visited with fever and ague, 
the use of country persons free of rent tolls or perqui- 


“t dso much of the said act relating thereto asis so prevalent in other sections of the country. This 
sites, and so mu i ; 
hereby repealed, shall be subject to the same laws and place would bea fine resort for weakly persons, for the 
ordinances that the western portions or moieties of each | restoration of their health. Within one mile of this 
of the said _— houses in High — ere ne village are two chalybeate or mineral springs, which 
are or hereafter may be governed. 4nd provided also, | have the good qualities of assistin 

ate g to restore lost and 
That the rent of the stalls contained in the western por- impaired health, and keeping off approaching diseases. 


tion or moiety of the market house in High street, be- P. : , . 
tween Third and Fourth streets, shall never exceed the | This village contains about one thousand inhabitants; 
upwards of eighty dwellings, and numerous work 


sum of twenty dollars per annum for each and every 
shops; one Post office, one Tavern, two Dry good and 


stall. 
Mr. Hoon as Chairman of the market committee made Grocery stores, one Iron store, three Apothecaries, two 
able Physicians, two Confectionaries, four places of 


the following report and resolution with an ordinance 
Worship, (two Quakers or Friends, one Methodist, and 


which were laid on the table: 
one African;) an extensive Tannery and Currying esta- 


The Committee to whom was referred the petition 

for the erection of a Market House in High street, be- 
blishment; two Coach making establishments, at one of 
which it has been carried on very extensively in all its 


tween Juniper and Twelfth streets, beg leave to report, 
various branches for many years, by the Messrs. Tom- 


that: 
The Committee met, and after an interchange of opin- 
linsons. There are four Wheel-wrights or Waggon 
makers, who are carrying on the business extensively. 


ion on the subject, your Committee adopted the follow- 
There are also all kinds of mechanics, such as Black- 


ing resolution. 
Resolved, That it is expedient to erect a Market 
House in the square in High street, between Delaware 
Twelfth and Thirteenth streets, and also one on the 
—e ng re street between Delaware Tenth and } smiths, Carpenters, Joiners, Turners,Cordwainers, Tai- 

eventh streets. ; : , 

Your committee therefore respectfully recommend _ ere cee — oo. — 7 
to Council the adoption of the following ordinance: Brick-yard, where the business of making bricks is ex- 
An ordinance for the erection of a Market House on/| tensively carried on. There are two daily stages pass- 

High street, from Delaware Twelfth to Thirteenth, | ing through this town from Philadelphia and Bristol to 

streets, and also a Market House on said street from} p.455 both of which have met with S 

Delaware Tenth to Eleventh streets. F : ee 

Section Ist. The City Commissioners under the su-| 4nd have been profitable to the proprietors, and very 
perintendance of the Market Committee are hereby | accommodating to travellers; by these lines of stages, 

persons travelling from Philadelphia to New York and 
Easton, will find this a very pleasant route, either, by 
taking the steam-boat at Bristol or by continuing all the 
way by land, to Easton. They will have a fine view of 
the Canal,besides, passing through a beautiful country, 
and upon excellent roads, The land surrounding the 


authorised and requested to cause and procure (as soon 

as possible after the passage of this Ordinance) a Mar- 
village of Attleborough, is of the first quality; in a high 
state of cultivation, and much improved, and very pro- 







































the middle thereof, (between Delaware Twelfth and 
Thirteenth streets,) beginning thirty feet west of the 
west line of Twelfth street, and extending westward to 
within thirty feet of the east line of Thirteenth street, 
and between the said Tenth and Eleventh streets, be- 
ginning thirty feet west of the west line of Tenth street, 
and extending westward to within thirty feet of the 
east line of Eleventh street, and the piers or columns 
of the said Market houses shall not be less than eight 
feet high, and in no instance (regard having been had 
to the necessary levels,) more than ten feet high, and 
the width or breadth of said Market houses shall be the 
same with that of the Market Houses already erected 
on High street, and Market Houses shall be finished in 


ket house to be built and erected on High street, along 
ductive, 


FUNERALS IN WILKESBARRE, IN TEN YEARS:—List of 


dead, buried in St. Stephen’s Church-yard, since Nov. 
8th 1822, 


Adults, 21 

the same manner and corresponding with the Market Children, 13 

Houses erected between Delaware Sixth and Eighth ome 

streets. Total, 34 

SS Buried in the Common Burying Ground, since March, 
Communicated for the Register of Pennsy] vania. Adults, 1828. 
ATTLEBOROUGH. Children, = 
A flourishing village lying on the road leading from Total = 
Bristol to Easton, where the road from Trenton to Nor- is Gen, Ross’s Burying ground. 

ristown crosses the same, in the township of Middle. Adults, 2 

town, Bucks county, and state of Pennsylvania, is situ. Children, none. 


ated on a piece of high, rich, table land, six miles from 
the Delaware river, and one from Neshamony river, 
seven miles from Bristol, nine from Trenton, N, J,, and 
twenty from Philadelphia. It is one of the most beau- 
tiful, healthy, and pleasant situations in the county; hay- 
ing a commanding view of the surrounding country for 
fifteen or twenty miles, and much the healthiest village 


Number of colored people not known. 
JOHN MICHAEL KIENZLE, 
Sexton 


Wilkesbarre, Jan. 2, 1832. 


Imports INTO Boston. 
The imports into Boston from Philadelphia, in 1831. 


‘in the county. The water is excellent, the air pure, of Flour were - —_15,527 bls, and 501 half ble. 
: : Corn, - 201,413 busels 
clear and salubrious, and through all the past sickly Oats, ‘ 8,160 « 
seasons this village continued very healthy and clear of Rye, - 5,438 * 
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STATEMENT OF DEATHS 


WITH THE DISEASES AND AGES, 


In the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, from the 1st January, 1831, to the 1st January, 1832. 
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Knee Joint, 
Spine, 


Hip Joint, 


Cold Water, 
ant, 


Bilious, 


DISEASES, 
Intermittent, 
Nervous, 


Remittent, 
Hectic, 


Puerperal, 
fet, 


Typhus, - 
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Disease of the Heart, - 
Hooping Cough, 


Mali 

Scar 
Gout, 
Grangrene, 
Hives, 


Fever, 


Fracture, 


ffects of the Heat, 
Found Dead, 
Fungus Hzmatodes, 


Dyspepsia, 
Diabeetes, 
Decay, 
Drink 
Epilepsy, 
Eruptions, 
E 
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Influenza, © - 1 1 Oo; 1 O01 2 0 5} O|} 4 1 4} 4) 1] O| 24 
Introsusception,  - $1 21 01 01 @1- 01 01-04 OF} OF] OF. OF OO) 0) 0} 8 
Inflammation of the Lungs,| 33 | 17} 19| 4] 4] 5] 20) 19} 221,191)19) 7| 3] Oj 1 4192 
Stomach, Si Fi Li Sh Bh OF 1 84 a 44 EOS O- Oi ae 
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Brain, 17| 5| 6/13] 4] 3} 10/15] 8] 4] 1] 1] 1] 14 0} 89 

Kidneys, at Oi Ol G01. 81:64.04 £1 21 OL O11 OF°01 0) 01 2 

Bladder, o| of of Of Of of Of 3} Of 1] OF OF O| OF Of} 4 
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Breast, wt 21.6 81 3? 61,31:97-81.25). £1 FOr St-es 
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Locked Jaw, - - 2} 0] O| O|] O}] of 4; OF} 1] Of OF OF OF OF} OF} 7 
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Of the following there were Males of 20 years and upwards, 1,256; 1,491 under 20 years; 962 Females, of 20 
years and upwards, and 1,230 under 20 years. 

_ There were 414 returns received at the Health Office, of persons who died in the Alms House of the City du- 
ring the year, and 475 People of Color are included in the statement of Interments. 

Agreeably to the returns made at the Health Office, and collected from 155 practitioners of Midwifery, there 
have been born in the City and Liberties, from the 1st of January, 1831, to the 1st of Jannary, 1832—3,787 Male, 
and 3,555 Female Children; making the total number of births 7,342; leaving a difference between the births and 
interments of 2,403. 


DEATHS IN EACH MONTH OF THE WITHIN PERIOD. 


Adults, Children. total, Adults. Children total. 
JANUATY.seseesseecscecseesete® 159 147 306 AUgGUSt, ++ ese eettetecesees sees sl 56 286 442 
February... eeeeteee ceeceee et 2 166 170 336 September,..........- ccvccce » + -206 275 481 
DE. ogo scan. 8*8tcc0ccceccee ce 156 173 329 Octoberysccorcsceccct*etcee 20.175 203 378 
April,..ccececsecsecceeenctee tool 97 162 359 November,.eee seesees..c.eeee. 184 207 391 
May,y.cceseset**tecccceces oe. 148 164 312 Decembery...seesseeeeetetecee. 380 328 708 
JUNE) oc cog ecccccsedsevccccecc®*Ll4 198 312 Cmte eee eee 
July,ereesens ceettttrecereeet eel l8 407 585 2219 2720 4939 


By order of the Board of Health. 
Health Office, Philadelphia, January Ist, 1832. SAMUEL R. FRANKLIN, Health Officer. 
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MINT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
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CONGRESS—‘Tovust or REPRESENTATIVES. 
MINT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Message from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a Report of the Director of the Mint, exhibiti 
the operations of that institution during the year 1831. 


Jaxvary 17, 1832. 
Referred to the Committee appointed on the 15th ult. 
upon the subject of Coins. 
Wasutnetor, 16th January, 1832. 
1 transmit to Congress a report from the Director of 
the Mint, exhibiting the operations of that institution 


during the year 1831. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
To the Hon. the Srzaxenof the Ho. Reps. U. 8. 


Mint oF THE UnttTep STATES, 


Partapetrara, Ist January, 1832. 

Srn: I have the honor to submit a report, on the gene- 
ral transactions of the Mint during the past year. 

The coinage effected within that period, amounts to 
$3,923,473 60, comprising $714,270 in gold coins, 
$3,175,600 in silver, and $33,603 60 in copper, and con- 
sisting of 11,792,284 pieces of coin, viz: 








Half Eagles, 140,594 pieces making $702,970 00 
Quarter Eagles, 4,520 ; 11,300 00 
Half Dollars, 5,873,660 2,936,830 00 
Quarter Dollars, 398,000 99,500 00 
Dismes, 771,350 77,135 00 
Half Dismes, 1,242,700 62,135 00 
Cents, ” 8,359,260 33,592 60 
Half Cents, 2,200 11 00 

11,792,284 $3,923,473 60 








Of the amount of gold coined within the past years 
about $130,000 were derived from Mexico, South Ame- 
rica, and the West Indies, $27,000 from Africa, $518,000 
from the gold region of the United States, and about 
$39,000 from sources not ascertained. 

Of the amount of gold of the United States above 
mentioned, about $26,000 may be stated to have been 
received from Virginia, $294,000 from North Carolina, 
$22,000 from South Carolina, and 176,000 from Geor- 

ia. Gold hasalso been received within the past year, 
Rd Tennessee and Alabama not exceeding, however, 
$1000 from each of those states. An amount meriting 
little regard, except as indicating the progressive de- 
velopment of the gold region. 

The first notice of gold of the United States on the 
records of the Mint, occurs in the transactions of the 
year 1804. From that year to 1823 inclusive, the ave- 

annual amount received at the Mint, did not exceed 
$2500. Since the latter period, the progressive increase 
has been remarkable. The amount received within the 
succeeding years, to the present time, may be stated as 


follows, viz: 
In 1824 ; . $ 5,000 
1825 - - 17,C00 
1826 ? Ae 20,000 
1827 . . 21,000 
1828 - - 46,000 
1829 ° ° 134,000 
1830 - - 466,000 
1831 | , . 518,000 


iously to the year 1829, the State of North Caro- 
ae had furnished ld tothe Mint. Within that 
year it was received also from Virginia and South Caro- 
lina—from the former, $2500,and from the latter, $3500. 
Early in 1830, gold began to be received from Georgia. 
The amount recejved during that your — the — 
ti f the gold region, was as follows, viz: From 
Virginia $24,000, North Carolina $204,000, South Caro 
ina $26,000, and from Georgia $212,000. 
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_ Silver bullion has been supplied, throughout the year, 
in quantities amply sufficient for our present power. 
The coinage of silver alone has exceeded the whole 
amount of coinage in any former year, and the coinage 


"& | of gold, silver and copper, has exceeded that of any 


previous year by nearly one million of dollars. 

The employment of copper coins in circulation is be- 
coming obviously more general than heretofore. They 
are transmitted at the public expense and risk, to all 
parts of the United States, within the range of ordinary 
means of transportation, and their use and value are be- 
coming familiar and acknowledged, where, until recent- 
ly, they have been in little estimation. 

‘The profit on the copper coinage of the past year 
will somewhat exceed $10,000. This profit is regular- 
ly accounted for to the Treasury of the United States, 
thereby refunding so much of the sum appropriated for 
the expenses of the Mint establishment. The whole 
effective expense of the Mint, for the past year, will 
thus be reduced to less than $28,000. 

It is with much regret, I have to state, that the early 
acccession and continuance of intense cold, unexampled 
here in recent years, had the effect to arrest, most un- 
expectedly, certain parts of the work of the new Mint 
edifice. A suspension thereof became thenceforth in- 
evitable until the rigorous season shall be past, perhaps 
until April, and the whole of that month will probably 
be required for the completion of the establishment. 

Notwithstanding, however, the impediment alluded 
to, the extended efficiency of the Mint establishment 
may bé relied on to bein action early inthe second quar- 
ter of the present year. Thenceforward the institution 
will be able to accomplish the payment of deposits, 
with only a very brief delay, in coins of such denomi- 
nations as may be preferred by the depositors; and should 
the supply of bullion be regular and competent, it is not 
doubted that the amount of coinage for the year now 
commencing, will be equal to six millions of dollars. 
Of this amount, it is proposed to make such a propor- 
tion, of denominations less than the half dollar as will 
sensibly improve the condition of the currency. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
SAML, MOORE. 
| The Prestwent of the United States. 








Ecoxomy.—The difficulties which lately existed be- 
tween the society in this village, and that portion which 
had seceded, have been amicably arranged. On the 6th 
instant, articles were signed, in which it is agreed that 
the society shall pay tothe seceders $105,000, deduct- 
ing eighteen hundred, due the society, by the Count 
and his family: 

$33,200 to be paid in hand, 
$35,000 in six months, 
$35,000 in twelve months: 
The Count and his family to move off in six wecks 


—the dissenters within three months.—Pitisburgh Ga- 
zelle. 





There were fifty-one deaths in the borough of Easton 
during the past year—31 of these were children. 36 
were males and 15 females. 





Printed every SATURDAY MORNING by WILLIAM F. GED- 
DES, No. 9 Library Street, Philadelphia; where, and at the PUB- 
LICATION OFFICE, IN FRANKLIN PLACE, second doer back 
of the Post Office,(front room) subscriptions will be thankfully re- 
ceived. Price FIVE DOLLARS per ann‘im, payable annually 
by subscribers residing in or near the city, or where there is an 
agent. Other subscribers pay in advance. 
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